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and appreciates them. What is not clear is that he has anything 
of his own which forces itself into utterance or which has not 
been uttered before. Too much is now being written for readers 
to spend their time on anything less than that which is excellent. 
Mr. Bunker's work is never less than fair, but never more. The 
first sonnet, from a suite called "Judgment," illustrates his 
capacities of limitations and his devotion to the manner of his 
predecessors: — 

Looking abroad upon this populous earth, 

Strange thoughts I have, harsh and embittered, 
That turn my shining dreams to sandy dearth 

And bend with care my once exalted head : 
As seeing want that slinks away to die 

And full-blown plenty making wild carouse, 
And sodden baseness deaf to honor's cry, 

And mad ambition shaking this world's house, 
And raging lust acting in beastly kind, 

And robed injustice dealing forth the law, 
And pompous power to trampled merit blind, 

And human trust that leans upon a straw ; 
These but to know is the charged cup to drain 
Of hate and scorn and all-embittering pain. 

Reading which, Mr. W. H. would have smiled, no doubt, 
pleasantly. W. P. 

Simla: A Tale of Love. By Stanwood Cobb. Pp. vii+145. Boston: 
The Cornhill Company. 

The Lover's Rosary. By Brookes More. Boston : The Cornhill Company. 

Man-O'-War Rhymes. By Burt Franklin Jenness. Pp. x+91. Boston: 
The Cornhill Company. 

"Simla," says Mr. Cobb, "represents the highest that Hindu 
thought achieved ; Sita, the New Truth that reconciles flesh and 
spirit, love and life, the world and the soul." The narrative 
traces the ripening love, the wedded love, and the fully matured 
love of the pair, and by the use of pleasing symbols sets forth 
the means of "harmonizing Oriental asceticism with the New 
World love of action and love of life." The style is uneven and 
the author's skill as as artist can by no means be termed fin- 
ished, yet his work expresses a fine personal sincerity that will 
make, we hope, in the long run, for artistic sincerity. 
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The Lover' s Rosary is a series of fifty-nine sonnets, dealing, 
first, in "Pearls," with the several turns and phases of a wooing; 
and afterward, in "Ashes," with the sense of physical loss and 
spiritual gain experienced by the bereaved lover. The form 
is a sequence of sonnets, tied together by repetitive rhyming. 
The work, although above the low level of much contemporary 
verse, is not convincing as poetry. 

The third volume in this group has little to recommend it. 
These thirty-six "sailor rhymes" are crudely and effortfully ex- 
pressed, and their appearance in book form is without adequate 
justification. G. H. C. 

A Gray Dream and Other Stories of New England Life. By 
Laura Wolcott. New Haven : Yale University Press. 

The author of these sketches "knew New England, not as an 
onlooker, but as a partaker of its life, which she shared for more 
than eighty years. But while she delighted in its manner of 
speech and all its little daily ways, she saw its life also in the 
light of a large setting ; as a child wandering out into the morn- 
ing sees its own familiar little places bright with the hopes and 
adventures of a great world. In these stories meagre, unknown 
lives, hidden away among the New England hills, narrowed and 
hampered in many a way, give out their own note of joy and 
triumph. To one with seeing eyes, who knows what has gone 
into the making of such lives, and under what great skies all 
lives dwell, they shine out, like the papers in the box labeled 
'signal failures,' touched with vitality and beauty — part of the 
great heart of things." Such is the comment in the Introduction 
which gives us the clue to this finely spiritual book. Laura 
Wolcott was the wife of Governor Morris of Connecticut. For 
years she wrote for the New York Evening Post, and at times 
was "The Spectator" in The Outlook. 



Vergil and the English Poets. By Elizabeth Nitchie. Pp. ix+251. 
New York : The Columbia University Press. 

This monograph, although at times a little amateurish in style 
and comment, exhibits both patience and discernment in its ef- 
fort to trace, within reasonable limits and with just regard for 
emphasis and proportion, the influence of the great Mantuan 



